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In the beginning, I was slightly nervous about the “Unfamiliar Genre Project.” It
seemed like a lot of work, and I had chosen what seemed like one of the harder genres to
do. But by the end, the project taught me a lot about journalism, and, surprisingly,
myself.

In the past, whenever I did a project, | would always just jump in, head first. This
strategy worked with varying levels of success. Sometimes I ended up very proud of the
work I’d done, but usually I would be upset. For this project however, we used a
different way. I learned that you could research things from your topic, and figure out a
blueprint of your work before even starting.

[ started out slowly, not quite understanding what I was supposed to be doing. 1
ended up surfing the New York Times website almost everyday, just reading through all
of their science articles. At first I didn’t see the benefit, but as I read more and more, |
found myself planning my own article in my head. I knew what I wanted and what I
didn’t want. This is a good strategy, and I will definitely use it in the future.

My actual writing process hasn’t changed much from my other writing endeavors.
What I always do it just sit and write. This has always worked for me in the past, and
continued its winning streak for this project.

Usually, after I sit and write my first draft, a huge editing process goes on. I don’t
do much editing on paper; [ mostly read through it on the computer several times, and do
my editing there. This time I tried it a bit differently. I just kept printing out copies, and
editing the hard copies. This seems to work better for me.

Another thing I did was have people read my work. Most of the time I just have
my mom read and edit it, but this time I branched out. 1 had peer editors and teacher
editors as well as parent editors.

I had my Computer Applications student teacher look over it, and she really
helped out with correct formatting, and balancing the article properly. I'm very glad that
I shared it with her.

The whole time I was doing this process, 1 had thoughts sprinting through my
head. At first I was thinking, “This is so stupid, its never going to work.” But after a few
drafts, I began to believe in myself.

In the end, this project was very insightful. 1 learned a whole new way to read
and write. I learned a new editing process that I will use forevermore. And I learned to
believe in myself and get things done!
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Angier, Natalie. "The Ambivalent Bond With a Ball of Fur." New York Times 2 Oct.
2007. 28 Nov. 2007 <http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/02/science/02angier. html?n=Top/
Reference/Times%20Topics/People/A/Angier,%20Natalie>.

A cute little article about our pets and their effect on us. It wasn’t that interesting
to read, but in heart it was a good article. I enjoyed the idea of the article, but it
was a little dry for my taste. If I were to write something like that, I would flesh it
out more.

Angier, Natalie. "The Dance of Evolution, or How Art Got Its Start." New York Times 27
Nov. 2007. 27 Nov. 2007 <http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/27/science/27angi
‘html?ref=science>.

The article explains how and why art came to be. This article is found online, in
the science section. This pushes the boundaries of a science article though, with a
lighter view. The whole article seems to contain more “fun” than is usual for its
genre. This article helped me decide what I wanted my article to be like.

Angier, Natalie. "In Science Classrooms, A Blast of Fresh O2." New York Times 30 Oct. .
28 Nov. 2007 <http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/30/science/30angi.html?
pagewanted=2>.

A sort of review on today’s society. This article tells about an accelerated ninth
grade science class and its very different view of the subject. An interesting twist
on the science genre. Instead of reporting on discoveries made by already
proclaimed scientist as per usual, it focused on the next generation.

Angier, Natalie. "In the Dreamscape of Nightmares, Clues to Why We Dream At AlL"
New York Times 23 Oct. 2007. 28 Nov. 2007 <ttp://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage. htm
17res=9BO7E4DA1539F930A15753C1A9619C8B63 & sec=& spon=&pagewanted=3ttp://q
uery.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage. htm1?res=9BO7E4DA 1539F930A15753C1A9619C8B63&s
ec=&spon=&page>.

Another lighthearted article, this time about dreams vs. nightmares. It defines
nightmares, and tells about their levels: enough to make you uncomfortable,
enough to make you wake up, enough to make you wake up screaming. This
article was light on the facts, heavy on the interest. Even though I wasn’t into the
topic, I enjoyed reading it just because of its craft.

Associated Press, The. "Rulings on Endangered Species Are Reversed.” New York Times
28 Nov. 2007. 28 Nov. 2007 <http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/28/us/28brfs-
RULINGSONEND_BRF.html? _r=1&ref=science&oref=slogin>.



A short little article about the new endangered species rulings and how they were
affected. While this small blurb was jammed with good info, I prefer something
longer, with more details.

Chang, Kenneth. "A Hazy Future for a 'Jewel’ of Space Instruments.” New York Times 20
Nov. 2007. 28 Nov. 2007 <http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/20/science
/space/20scop.html?ref=space>.

This article seemed to have been written for information. It told of the Arecibo
radio telescope, and the funding that has been cut. The article wasn’t that
enjoyable unless you knew the background, which most people don’t. Because |
want my article accessible to everyone, I won’t write it like that.

Ely, Elissa. "A Stable Doctor for a Scattered Life.” New York Times 27 Nov. 2007. 27
Nov. 2007 <http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/27/health/views/27case.html?ref=science>.

This article is more of a cautionary tale about medicating people. 1 didn’t like this
article very much, because I’m not into medicine or the like. While it was well
written, | didn’t find the content to be appropriate for all readers. 1 decided that I
want my article to be accessible for all.

Fountain, Henry. "Wash Your Clothes: Elephants Can Smell You A Mile Away." New
York Times 27 Nov. 2007. 27 Nov. 2007 <http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/27
/science/27obelep.html?ref=science>.

An article reviewing the intelligence of elephants. 1 loved this article, from its
content to its craft. The article was very good at getting the facts across without
seeming to boring. I want to write an article with this type of intensity.

Fountain, Henry. "Water on Mars May Have Piled Up As Ice Near Equator.” New York
Times 6 Nov. 2007. 28 Nov. 2007 <http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/06/science/
space/06obmars.html?ref=space>.

Simply an elaboration on a blurb, this article was very boring. It was filled with
facts that not everyone could understand. 1 think that all articles should be more
fun to read, instead of a chore.

Hedstrom, Peter. "Experimental Macro Sociology: Predicting the Next Bestseller."
Science 10 Feb. 2006: 786-87. 27 Nov. 2007 <http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi
/content/summary/311/5762/786?maxtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=
&fulltext=sociology&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&resourcetype=HWCIT>.

A dry article about the science of predicting what will sell. I didn’t enjoy reading
it very much. I want all people to be able to enjoy my writing, not just those with

Ph. D.s. The article could have been more interesting if there was more detail and
less facts.
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November 27, 2007

Diary,

As I looked through an assortment of articles today, I realized something important. 1
looked at two websites mostly; Science.com and nytimes.com. From scanning through
articles on both sites, I came to realize that I would rather write like the authors of New
York Times. The Science authors tend to write “hard-core” science, for scientists to read
and understand. It was too complex for me to understand. The articles in New York
Times were science for anyone. [ loved the way they made science accessible to all. 1
especially like Natalie Angier’s writing. [ have read her book, Woman, and I now am
really enjoying her science articles.

Elspeth Hayden

November 28, 2007

Diary,

I’m still reading other articles. This is taking a lot longer than I thought it would. 1
thought that I would already have a draft by now, but this is proving more difficult that
believed.

Elspeth Hayden

November 29, 2007

Diary,

Today we looked at audience and purpose. I decided to pull a Natalie Angier and write
for everyone. She manages to write science writing and yet everyone can understand it,
not just people with Ph. Ds. And while she writes articles full of science, they are also
entertaining. I want to be able to do that. The purpose of science writing is to inform or

educate people. So therefore my purpose is to inform and educate, as well as entertain.
Elspeth Hayden

November 30, 2007

Diary,

Today I thought of a great title for my article. If I do it on terraforming Mars, I would put
in a funny story at the beginning, like about aliens.

Elspeth Hayden

December 2, 2007

Diary,

So far | know what | want to write (science), what I want to write about (Mars) and how [
want to write it (Natalie Angier style). All that’s left is actually writing it. I think that
my biggest problem is getting the research done. I’'m going to have to look up a lot of
information. Luckily, my mom and dad are both scientists, so they can give me a lot of
help.

I guess what I need to do is give myself a kick in the pants and get started. Once I begin,
"1l have no problems.

Elspeth Hayden

P.S. I have illustrations. That’s a plus!



December 4, 2007

Diary,

Today I looked at even more samples online, and I found what is going to make or break
me. In publications like Science and Science News, the articles are written completely for
scientists. There is no way a normal person would understand them. But the New York
T'imes 1s written at an eighth grade reading level, accessible to all. So I’'m going to write
in the style of the 7imes: easy for all to read.

Elspeth Hayden

December 7, 2007

Diary,

While still reading, I'm also (finally) starting my REAL drafts. It’s good that I finally
started. The due date is approaching and I’'m getting a little nervous. This project is
more complicated than I thought at the beginning. And I trashed the illustrations.

December 12, 2007
Dear Diary,

I spent today with my bibliography. I was able to type up my first draft. I then annotated
it, and ended the day with a complete annotated bibliography.

December 13, 2007

Diary,

Today was a slower day. I decided to do some more background research, and spent to
the day looking for more examples and getting help.

December 18, 2007

Diary,

I spent today doing a lot of work. I finished my annotated bibliography for good, and got
my reading off the Internet. 1 also did another draft, and tried formatting it. Then I got a
little iffy; I couldn’t decide if I wanted it in Internet format or newspaper format. [ will
decide that tomorrow.

December 19, 2007
Diary,
Today I read over my research journal. 1 wanted to make sure that it was complete. 1

then put my final reflection together. I had three or four separate parts that needed
connection.

December 20, 2007

Diary,

All of my parts are mostly finished, with a few tweaks needed here and there. Now all I
have to do is spend the rest of the night figuring out the order the pieces will go in. 1
need to have it organized so that it makes sense, and portrays the good side of my writing
to the reader. I also want to give the genre a good front.
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