Writing Process

The Old Mouse by Arnold Lobel
The redemption or change of heart story

SUMMARY─An old mouse who hates children changes his mind about them when they help him solve an embarrassing problem.
To make his story especially effective, funny, and poignant, Lobel uses the following plot devices:
1.  
Introduction with harsh dialogue

2.
Unexpected problem occurs

3.
People who usually help him don’t─

Funny “slapstick” humor


Old Mouse is moved to tears

4.
The child mice have compassion and come to the rescue

5.
The child mice solve the problem in a clever way

6.
Happy ending─Old Mouse changes his mind
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